for lowering my colours.' And she accepted his apologies
with a calmness that astonished him.
*I still consider you are not fit for it,* he kept saying.
'Perhaps I was not at lunch. But the whole thing is
spread clearly before me now.'
CI was meaning to act for the best.*
ejust lend me your scarf, will you? This wind takes one's
hair so.'
* Certainly, dear girl. Are you all right now?'
'Look! My hands have stopped trembling.'
'And have quite forgiven me? Then listen! Her cab
should already have arrived at Howards End. (We're a
little late, but no matter.) Our first move will be to send
it down to wait at the farm, as, if possible, one doesn't
want a scene before servants. A certain gentleman' - he
pointed at Crane's back - * won't drive in, but will wait
a little short of the front gate, behind the laurels. Have
you still the keys of the house?'
'Yes.'
'Well, they aren't wanted. Do you remember how the
house stands?'
'Yes.'
*If you don't find her in the porch, we can stroll round
into the garden. Our object -'
Here they stopped to pick up the doctor.
'I was just saying to my wife, Mansbridge, that our main
object is not to frighten Miss SchlegeL The house, as you
know, is my property, so it should seem quite natural for
us to be there. The trouble is evidently nervous - wouldn't
you say so, Margaret?*
The doctor, a very young man, began to ask questions
about Helen. Was she normal? Was there anything con-
genital or hereditary? Had anything occurred that was
likely to alienate her from her family ?
'Nothing,' answered Margaret, wondering what would
have happened if she had added: "Though she did resent
my husband's immorality.'
'She always was highly strung/ pursued Henry, leaning
back in the car as it shot past the church. CA tendency to
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